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THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD 



MISSIONS 



The Proposed Christian University 
in Egypt 

There was held recently in New York 
City the first meeting of the Board of Trus- 
tees of the proposed Christian University of 
Cairo, Egypt. Among these trustees are 
Harlan P. Beech, professor of missions at 
Yale; Dr. W. Bancroft Hill, professor of bib- 
lical literature at Vassar College; Dr. George 
L. Robinson, of the chair of Old Testament 
exegesis in McCormick Theological Semi- 
nary. The Board is asking for a fund of 
$2,000,000 for the establishment of a Chris- 
tian school which shall be a university in 
fact as well as in name, with graduate, pro- 
fessional, and technical schools in addition 
to the usual undergraduate instruction. 
The surprising statement is made that there 
are already 200 Christian schools in Egypt, 
enrolling 17,000 students, but in none of 
them is work done beyond the college grade. 
The government schools, under mixed Eng- 
lish and native control, are debarred, by the 
government policy of strict neutrality as re- 
gards all questions of religion, from giving 
any sort of religious instruction. 

The War's Effect on Foreign Missions 

Religious periodicals of every name are 
discussing the probable effect of the war on 
foreign missions. It means, plainly, fman 
cial stringency and most regrettable re- 
trenchment at home and abroad, the em- 
barrassing interruption of banking facilities, 
the arrest of building operations, and the 
canceling of furloughs. On some mission 
fields there will follow, it is to be feared, 
strained relations between workers of war- 
ring nationalities and withdrawal from most 
cordial and helpful co-operation. But over 
against these disasters, for they are really 
such, may be set the distinct religious quick- 



ening and awakening reported in England, 
France, Russia, Germany, as the accompani- 
ment, if not the result, of the war. The war 
is furnishing, too, new opportunities to show 
that the bond of brotherhood in Christ is 
sometimes strong enough to withstand the 
strain of national animosities and rivalries. 
The Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres- 
byterian Church has decided that in addi- 
tion to the provision of a war emergency 
fund with which to continue its foreign work 
unimpaired it will come to the assistance 
of German or French missionaries if they are 
left without support, and will even endeavor 
to carry on the work which they may be 
compelled, temporarily, to relinquish. A 
board of so wide a vision and so large a heart 
should surely find the redoubled energies of 
the entire Presbyterian church put forth to 
answer its challenge. 

Shall Western Methods be Superim- 
posed on Eastern Churches ? 

The Baptist Missionary Review, of Bes- 
wada, India, boldly raises the question 
whether the general adoption of the elabo- 
rated religious organizations of the western 
world may not be proving a hindrance rather 
than a help to the evangelism of non- 
Christian lands "If history is a trust- 
worthy guide," says the Review, " the world 
will never be evangelized by a paid agency 
or ministry for the propaganda." And Dr. 
Speer is quoted as of the same opinion: "The 
world will be evangelized by a free onward 
movement of a great, living, and unorganized 
impulse." The Review continues its argu- 
ment: "The highly developed organization 
of the twentieth-century churches of the 
West perhaps does but stifle the indispen- 
sable life. It is said that pagan Africa will in 
a short time become Mohammedan, and that 
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the missionary effort of Christendom must 
reach these tribes soon if they are to be 
gained for Christ; but this movement of 
Mohammedanism into and through pagan 
Africa is akin to the first movement of Mo- 
hammedanism rather than to what we are 
told is necessary for the efficient conduct of 
missions in the twentieth century. If there 
is life such as there was when in the first 
century there came the first impact of Chris- 
tianity upon the non-Christian world, lack 
of organization cannot prevent success; and 
if this life is wanting, the most complete and 
skilfully derived organization can never take 
the place of the vital principle and power 
that carried Paul from Antioch to Rome. 
.... The East is mystic, unsystematic; 
perhaps, according to our western standards, 
unpractical; but the great religions have 
come from Asia, and .... we may but re- 
tard the conquest of these eastern lands by 
Christianity when we seek to superimpose 
western methods and system upon an east- 
ern people If the churches upon the 

mission field are truly indigenous they must 
be free to express themselves on indigenous 
lines, and not be mere mechanical copies of 
the highly developed special churches of the 
West." The claim that western methods 
must not be superimposed upon eastern 
churches is nowhere today seriously dis- 
puted. But it is by no means clear that.in 
the refusal of distinctly "western methods" 



all organization is to be abandoned. The 
world will never be evangelized, we shall all 
admit, solely through a "paid agency." 



Repudiation of Term 
Missionary" 



«Anti- 



It is very gratifying to learn from the 
Foreign Mission Journal of the Southern 
Baptists that "we have repudiated the name 
' anti-missionary.' " The Journal complains 
that the anti-mission spirit still dwells in the 
churches. But there is involved neverthe- 
less in the repudiation of the name once 
flaunted without shame an acknowledgment 
that missions are an undertaking proper to 
the churches of Christ. At least, the door 
is no longer barred against the missionary 
appeal. 

Protection oi Missionaries in Turkey 

The organ of the A.B.C.F.M., in its Mis- 
sionary Herald, December issue, comments 
upon the missionary situation today in Tur- 
key: "The American missionaries are prob- 
ably the safest of all people in the land and 
the most likely to be protected. Turkey has 
never been given to harming them. In all 
the ninety-five years that the American 
Board has operated in Turkey only four of 
her missionaries have been murdered, and 
but one of these by an act of religious per- 
secution." 



